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Education and training 
 

1976 Diplôme de fin d’études secondaires, Lycée de Garçons, Esch-sur-Alzette 

1976-1983 Psychology studies at the university of Innsbruck 

1981-1983 Doctoral student and assistant, IInd Institute of Physiology (Neurophysiology), 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Heidelberg  

10/1983 Award of the PhD-degree, thesis submitted at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, 
(Dept. of Psychology), University of Innsbruck: „Psychophysical and 
neurophysiological correlates of  longlasting experimental pain stimuli“ 

1983-1985 Post-doctoral fellow (DFG) at the IInd Institute of Physiology (Neurophysiology), 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Heidelberg 

1985-1987 Visiting fellow at the Neurobiology and Anesthesiology Branch, NIDR, NIH, USA 

 

Professional appointments 
 

1987-1994 
 

Assistant professor (C1-level) at the Institute of Physiology and Experimental 
Pathophysiology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg 

Research topic: „Neurophysiological mechanisms of trigeminal pain 
processing“ 

01/1994 Habilitation in physiology at the Medical Faculty, University of Erlangen-
Nuremberg 

Thesis title: „ Stimulation of the nasal mucosa with defined CO2-pulses – a 
model for quantitative neurobiological studies of chemically induced pain.  “  

1994-1999 Scientist at the „Centre de Recherche Public de la Santé“, Luxembourg 

Clinical psychologist, pain clinic, Centre Hospitalier de Luxembourg 

01/2000 Appointment as professor of biological psychology at the „Centre Universitaire 
de Luxembourg“, now the University of Luxembourg 

2002-2007 Joint appointment as professor of neurophysiology, graduate school of 
psychobiology, University of Trier 

 
Awards 
 

1984 Price of the Austrian Society for Biomedical Technology for research on 
„Vascular reactions correlated with pain due to cold“, together with the co-
authors H. Gilly, H.O. Handwerker and A. Kreh 

1985-1987 Fulbright travel grants and Fogarty stipend for the research period at NIH 

1988 NATO grant to participate at the NATO Advanced Research Workshop: 
„Processing of sensory information in the superficial horn of the spinal cord“, El 
Escorial, Spain 

 



Research grants 
 
 
- DFG  (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft), 1987-1988: Project An 131/1-1 
 
- DFG, 1989-1991, Project An131/1-2 
 
- Universitätsbund Erlangen-Nürnberg, 1989 
 
- DFG, Sonderforschungsbereich (SFB) 353, 1992-1994: “Pathophysiologie der Schmerzentstehung 

und Schmerzverarbeitung”   
 
-     Centre de Recherche Public de la Santé, 1998-2000, Ministère de la Culture, de      
      l’Enseignement Supérieur et da la Recherche (MCESR), Project 96/10 
 
- MCESR, University of Luxemburg (since 2002), 3 internal research projects on psychobiology and 

neurophysiology of pain (review process by external experts)  
 
- IRTG training grant (DFG, 2008) in collaboration with the universities of Trier and Leiden: GRK 

1389:  Die Psychoneuroendokrinologie des Stresses: Vom Molekül und Gen zu Affekt und 
Kognition. (co-applicant) 

 
- INTER FNR/DFG, 2011 (Fonds National de la recherché, Luxembourg, Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft, Germany) project (PASCOM). Examination of a new transdisciplinary 
framework on pain and suffering by integrating philosophical, psychological, and neuroscientific 
perspectives (co-applicant with Prof Herta Flor. Mannheim/Heidelberg) 

 
- Nevro Corporation (2017): Collaborative project between the Nevro company, the neurosurgery 

department of the Centre Hospitalier de Luxembourg and our laboratory: High frequency stimulation 
of the spinal cord (HF10 therapy) in patients suffering from chronic pain: non-invasive investigation 
of underlying mechanisms via quantitative sensory testing (QST) 
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 Member of the University Council (2003-2008) 

 Member of the « Comité de Pilotage du Bachelor en Psychologie » 

 Member of the « Comité de Pilotage du Master en Psychothérapie » 

 Within the Institute for Health and Behaviour: Head of the Group “Stress, Pain and Pain 

Modulation” 

 

 President of the “Association des Enseignants et Chercheurs des Etablissements de 

l’Enseignememt Supérieur au Luxembourg, AECS (2001-2011) 

 

 

 Member of the “Comité National d’Ethique de Recherche (CNER), Luxembourg 

 

 Organizer of the international summerschool „Psychobiology of Pain, Luxembourg, 09/2005 
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Funding Institutions 
 

 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

 Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifique, Belgium 

 Israel Science Foundation 

 Leading Fellows Postdocs Programme, TU Delft, Netherlands 

 Wellcome Trust, London, UK 
 

 
Scientific Journals 
 
BMC Research Notes 
Brain Research 
Der Schmerz 
European Journal of Clinical Investigation 
European Journal of Neuroscience 
European Journal of Pain 
Frontiers in Neuroscience 
Fundamental and Clinical Pharmacology 
Haptics 2018 Symposium 
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 
Journal of Comparative Neurology 
Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 
Journal of Neurophysiology 
Journal of Psychosomatic Research 
Journal of the Autonomic Nervous System 
Neuroscience 
Neuroscience Letters 
Pain 
Plos One 
Psychoneuroendocrinology 
Psychophysiology 
Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics 
Transactions on Haptics 
 

 
Membership in scientific societies 
 
- International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) 
- New York Academy of Sciences (NYAS) 
- Cerlce Luxembourgeois d'Algologie (CLA) 
 

Supervision of theses 

Diploma theses 
 
Biology, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg 
 

-   Petra Peppel (1988) 

-   Andrea Ebersberger (1990) 

 
Psychology, University of Trier 



 

-   Keim-Kullmann Monika (1995) 

-   Arndt Monika (1996) 

-   Kipchen Manon (1997) 

-   Schröder Markus (1998) 

-   Michaux Gilles (1999) 

-   Sakewitz Falk (1999) 

-   Thomas Andreas (2001) 

-   Sadewasser Jan (2001) 

 

 

PhD theses 
 
Biology, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg 
 

- Petra Peppel (1993) 
 

 
Biological Psychology, University of Trier 
 

- Andrea Geiss (2001) 
- Gilles Michaux (2004) 

 
 

Biological Psychology and Neurophysiology, University of Luxembourg 
 

- Pierre-Eric Juif (2009) (collaboration with the University of Strasbourg) 
- Nathalie Erpelding (2009) 
- Linn K. Kühl (2010) (collaboration with the University of Trier) 
- Anouk Streff (2010) 
- Vivien Zell (2013) (collaboration with the University of Strasbourg) 
- Glenn Marie Le Coz (2013) 
- Raymonde Scheuren (2014) 
- Julien Genty (2018) 
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